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RAIL UPGRADES, FEDERAL FUNDING 

90. Mr A.D. McRAE to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 

I refer to the federal Government’s recent announcement that it will spend $870 million on rail upgrades around 
the country.  How will the minister ensure that Western Australia is able to secure its fair share of that federal 
allocation? 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for Riverton for his question.  As the member knows, a viable freight rail network is of vital 
importance to not only his electorate, but also the electorates of all members in the southern suburbs.  The State’s 
performance in this area has been appalling, and it has got worse over the past decade.  Only three per cent of the 
containers that go to the Fremantle port are transported by rail.  In other States, the standard is between 25 and 
30 per cent.  Indeed, New South Wales and Victoria aim to have between 40 and 50 per cent of containers 
transported by rail, so Western Australia is a long way behind the eight ball.  On many occasions in this place I 
have referred to the lamentable performance of the federal Government and its National Party ministers in 
providing Western Australia with a decent share of national infrastructure funding.  At the last meeting of the 
Australian Transport Commission I was presented with a document that sets out the priorities for the initiatives 
that are needed to improve the urban freight network across Australia.  Indeed, there were 11 initiatives.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members!   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  The important initiative to develop and improve the rail link between Kewdale and 
Fremantle is listed as the number two national priority.  Even though it is listed as the number two priority, it 
unfortunately does not rate a mention in the $870 million package.  Indeed, the $870 million package excludes 
any Western Australian projects, regardless of their priority.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Leader of the National Party!   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  We all know that our problem is that, unfortunately, no National Party members from 
Western Australia are in the federal Parliament, so Western Australia is not dealt a fair share of the allocation.  
The Government met with the federal minister and Deputy Prime Minister, John Anderson, in August.  I have 
now formally written to him expressing the concern of the Government, and asking for assistance for this project 
on a 50-50 basis.   

Mr M.W. Trenorden interjected.  

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  I know the Leader of the National Party has limited abilities.  He only sees road; he is 
not interested in rail.  He is a troglodyte.   

I am meeting next week with the Deputy Prime Minister and I invite the Leader of the National Party to get 
behind the Government and support its application for a 50-50 funding arrangement.  
 


